
CUSTOM
Handle & Rivet Changing Instructions

WARNING:  Sharp knives can cause serious injury. Handle with extreme caution.
 
-  Changing handles should never be done by anyone under the age of 18.  
-  Before you begin, you must completely cover the point and sharpened edge of the blade prior to doing ANY work on the
   handle.  A properly sized Messermeister Edge-Guard is a good option for covering your blade, but a well attached, durable 
   cardboard sheath will work too.
-  Never hold a knife by the blade.
-  Make sure that your work area is clear of any obstructions or trip hazards. 
-  Only use manual hand tools for assembly and disassembly of your handles. Never use electric screwdrivers or drills to 
   fasten or remove Torx screws as these tools may cause the knife to spin dangerously.

Tools you will need:
-  An Edge-Guard or similar device to safely cover the entire blade.
-  Two, manual multi-bit screwdrivers, with 1/4 inch drive socket.

It is best to firmly clamp the blade into a bench vice with the tip pointing away from you, using wood or cardboard scraps on
either side of the blade to keep the jaws of the vice from scratching your blade.

If you do not have a bench vice, place the knife on a clean, flat work surface. Position the knife so that the tip is always 
pointed away from your body or others working around you.

Remove the existing handle:
- While holding handle of the knife with your free hand, use a manual screwdriver fitted with one of the T-8 Torx bits provided 
  in your hardware kit to loosen each of the screw heads on one side of the handle. Remove the screw by inserting the T-8 
  Torx bit and turning counter-clockwise.  If the screw does not loosen right away, use the second T-8 Torx to hold the 
  opposite-side screw head in place while turning the screw.
- When all of the screws are completely removed from one side of the handle, the handle scales and remaining half of the 
  Torx rivets will easily come apart. 
(Note: You may need to use a small flathead screw diver to gently pry the collars from the center screw holes. In this case, 
only pry up from the bottom edge inside the screw hole.)

Installing a new handle:
- Insert the female half of the Torx Rivet through the front screw hole of one side of the handle scale, then through the 
  corresponding front hole in the tang. The screw will extend slightly through the tang.
- While holding the screw in place with your index finger, place the opposite handle scale in place.
- Gently align the male half of the Torx screw through the screw hole on the other side. The screw heads must be exactly 
  aligned in order to avoid stripping the threads. Start by turning the screw head center-clockwise until you feel the threads 
  align, then lightly turn clockwise using only your fingers until the Torx rivet begins to tighten. The screw head should turn 
  easily until it is seated in place.  
- Repeat this process to attach the center and rear Torx Rivets. You will place the metal collars on the center Torx Rivet 
  before inserting it into the screw holes.
- After all three Torx rivets are in place, use a manual multi-bit screwdriver, with the supplied T-8 Torx bits to tighten the
  screws from either side. Do not over-tighten as the fine threads may become stripped.  The Torx Rivets are full fastened 
  when the head is flush with the surface of the handle scale.

If you have any more questions, feel free to reach out to our customer service team for technical advice at 800.426.5134.


